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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/171,049 
Examiner 



Christopher C. Pratt l. " ' J j- — — 

TsHOrSeD STATUTORY P E R,OD FOR REPLY « SET TO EXPIRE , MONTH(S) PROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION^^ lnnoeventhowever , mayarep i y be timely filed 

eamecTpatent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 M Responsive to communication(s) filed on ?7 February 2002 . 
„ . CIMA , 2b)M This action is non-final. 

2a)D This action .s FINAL. 2b)£J prosecution as to the merits is 

Disposition of Claims 

m Claim(s) 1-10 ™d 39-41 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from considerate. 

5)D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

B)H C\a\m(s) hl9an<L3&41 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D ciaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
Vn / • nffl-inn is/are- a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Exam.ner. 

1 00 The drawmg(s) filed on is/are. aji_i ^ v 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a)U aPP rave 

,f approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
12)D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13® Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign prionty under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a) (d) (f). 

a)EAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 El Certified copies of the priority documents have been receded. 

2 D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Appl.cat.on Na 

^^,,ry,^n*c hflvp hfien received in tr 
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U)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 19(e) (to P 

a) D The translation of the foreign language provisional ^ or 1 2 1 . 

15)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 

Attachment(s) 



1) E| Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2 □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Rev.ew (PTO-948 

3 □ information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-U49) Paper No(s) . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) Q Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendments and accompanying remarks filed 1/2/02 have been 
entered and carefully considered. The previous 103 rejection is withdrawn because the 
best prior art was not made of record. Despite this advance, the amendments are not 
found to patently distinguish the claims over the prior art and Applicant's arguments are 
not found persuasive of patentability for reasons set forth herein below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-19 and 39-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 is indefinite because of the phrase "dry state." Does this term refer to 
the state of the fibers or the state of the gelling particles? What is the intended meaning 
of the word "dry?" Does it refer to the lack of liquid? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

fa) A oatent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
orth in seS ion 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
\he o ior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obv.ous at the time the 
Invention was made t0 a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter perta.ns. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5 Claims 1-19 and 39-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatent a b ,e over Wang et a, ,5849405) in view o. Goldman e, a, (5669894, and Aniur 
et al(5645542). 

Wang is concerned with the creation of an absorbent material comprising 
absorbent geiiing particies. a poiycationic polymer, a glue, and a carrier layer, as set 
forth in the last two actions. Wang does no, teach the use of microfibers as said glue; 
however, Wang teaches attaching the absorbent material to a carrier layer (col. 16, l,nes 

42-44). 

Goldman is concerned with the creation of an absorbent materia, comprising 
absorbent gelling particles, a glue, and a carrier layer. Said glue comprising microf,bers 
(co , 30, lines 21-24). Goldman also teaches attaching the absorbent gelling particles to 
a carrier ,ayer by glue (col. 30, ,ines 41-45 and 53-60). „ wou,d have been obvious to a 

person having ordinary s* the art to adhere the absorbent materia, and carrier layer 

o, Wang via the glue microfibers taught by GCdrnan. Such a combination would have 
b een motivated by the desire to provide additiona, dry and wet integrity and prevent 
migration of polymer outside the carrier layer. 

Goldman teaches the use of styrene-isoprene-styrene adhesives, but does no. 
specifically teach them used as adhesive fibers (col. 44, lines 8-10). 

Ani ur is concerned w*h the creation of an absorbent materia, su*ab,e for use as 
a diaper (co,. 1, ,ines 11-17). Aniur teaches the use o, styrene-isoprene-styrene fibers 
(co, 5, lines 20-30). I. would have been obvious to a person having ordinary s« in the 
art to utiiize the fibers of Aniur in the combination of Wang and Goldman. Such a 
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combination would have been motivated by the reasoned expectation of providing the 
absorbent combination of Wang and Goldman with improved elastic properties, which 
would increase comfort to the wearer (col. 4, liens 15-23). 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Pratt whose telephone number is 703-305- 
6559. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7 am to 4 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Terrel Morris can be reached on 703-308-2414. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 for 
regular communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 



Christopher C. Pratt 
June 10,2002 



